THE HUNDRED-HEADED HYDRA
who had prudently taken refuge in Flanders after the
death of Torigny, now showed an insolence as offensive
to Louis xni as it was to Richelieu. For, the King having
advised him that he might return to France but must not
reside in Paris, Bouteville determined to fight in Paris,
in the Place Royale itself, under the Cardinal's windows.
He and Beuvron procured seconds: in every way, even if
there were no fatal outcome, they were incurring the
capital penalty. They knew it; but Bouteville did not
believe, and no one believed, that Richelieu would dare
to behead Montmorency.
The duel took place on May 12. Bussy d'Amboise, one
of Beuvron5s seconds, was killed. Beuvron fled to England.
Bouteville fled post-haste towards Lorraine, but the
Cardinal did not allow him to escape. He was brought
back to Paris and imprisoned in the Bastille.
There was a powerful wave of feeling at Court. The
whole family of Montmorency besieged the King and the
Cardinal. They prayed, they lamented, they recalled the
services of their ancestors, and the brave conduct of the
guilty one in all the fights in which he had taken part.
How could anyone so heroic and open-hearted be called
to account?
clt could be said of him,5 wTote Richelieu, 'that he had
never done anything against the laws of worldly honour,
nor sought deliberately to violate those of humanity, nor
exercised cruelty against those over whom the fortune of
arms had given him advantage.3 But he also added: clt
was impossible to grant him his life without opening the
door to duelling and to all sorts of infractions of law. . . .
To save him was to authorise what was forbidden by law.
... All kinds of impunities would be established and, in
fact, the King's authority would be ruined.'
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